
Control of Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica). 
 

This is a highly invasive and destructive non-native plant that 

was brought to Britain from Japan as an ornamental garden plant in the 

mid-nineteenth century. However, over time it has become a real 

nuisance with a widespread range of habitats, particularly roadsides, 

riverbanks and derelict land. It causes serious problems by displacing 

native flora and causing structural damage as it has no trouble growing 

through tarmac and concrete.  

Japanese knotweed thrives on disturbance. Pieces of rhizome or 

stem can be spread by fly-tipping or carried by waterways, especially 

after heavy rains or flooding. Thus, clusters of Japanese knotweed are 

often found on riverbanks, roadsides and redevelopment sites. There 

are small, at the moment, areas of this invasive non-native species in 

the park land and by the river. It cannot be controlled by simply 

pulling it up and chemical use is not particularly desirable. 

DEFRA and the Welsh Assembly Government have announced 

approval to release the psyllid, Aphalara itadori to stop the spread of 

Japanese Knotweed. The earliest release date is Spring /Summer 2010. 

This release would be on a phased basis with the initial release at two 

or three closely monitored sites in England. 

 A non profit making organisation CABI, derived from 

Commonwealth Agricultural  Bureaux which added International to 

itôs title in 1986, has undertaken  six years research. This research 

considered over 200 possible control agents and have demonstrated 

that a sap-sucking psyllid ïAphalara itadori ï from the plantôs native 

range in Japan, is highly specific to Japanese Knotweed and shows 

good potential for control in Great Britain and that the introduction of 

the pysllid will not adversely affect native biodiversity. 

 This new initiative seems promising and may eventually reach 

our little park if this insect control proves safe and effective. This 

CABI group and other agencies are also keen to develop ónaturalô 

controls for non-native invasive Himalayan Balsam (also present in the 

park) and Floating Pennywort, to stop these encroaching to the 

detriment of our native biodiversity.  

Go to www.cabi.org/japaneseknotweedalliance ( the source of this 

piece) or visit the Visitor Centre for more information. 

NEWSLETTER 56 
Summer: July 1st - September 30th 2010 

Events. All events are free and open to members and 

non-members alike. Donations always welcome. 

Sunday 11th July                   FRIENDS AGM  

Meet 2.00pm in the Mansion to hear news of Beckenham Place Community 

Trust progress with their bid for restoration, management and uses for the 

mansion. 

Saturday  24th July             MINI -BEAST HUNT 

Meet 11.00 am on the mansion steps. This usually turns into a very 

interesting walk in the capable hands of Grant, who can find and identify a vast 

range of mini-beasts.   

Wednesday  4th August         BAT WALK  

Meet Crab Hill entrance near Ravensbourne Rail Station at 8.00pm. 

An informal walk with no experts on hand, but we do have a bat detector and 

knowledge of where you are likely to see bats. Bats are sensitive to weather 

conditions, not liking rain or wind or low temperatures, but they do need to 

feed so hopefully they will be seen. 

Sunday 26th September         GREEN CHAIN WALK in BPP  

Meet on the mansion steps at 1.30pm. This is a walk to highlight our part in 

this great South East London  network of ôgreenô walkways.  

CONTACTS.    If anyone has any comments, ideas, articles etc. get in touch through any of the  
contact venues or in person at the Visitor Centre in the mansion. 
Opening times:- Sundays 1.30pm-3.30pm.  
THE FRIENDS OF BECKENHAM PLACE PARK, THE SECRETARY,   

18 GREYCOT ROAD, BECKENHAM, KENT BR3 1TA 

TEL: 020 8325 8781   E-MAIL bpp.friends@ntlworld.com 

Website: www.beckenhamplaceparkfriends.org.uk 

About The Friends Events 
All our events are free, but any donations to funds are much appreciated. Most last about 1-2 hours, 
but you can join in for as long or as little as you like. It is advisable to wear stout walking shoes, as 
the paths do get very muddy. Walkers are individually responsible for their own safety during our 
events. Minors are welcome, but must be accompanied by parent or guardian. Dogs are welcome, if 
kept under control. Walk leaders always carry water and mobile phone. 

Mansion Access. Sometimes the mansion cannot be accessed at short notice due to bad 

weather/ maintenance etc, so if making a special journey for indoor events, you may like 

to check with us on one of the links below. 

mailto:bpp.friends@ntlworld.com


Beckenham Place Community Trust (BPCT) / Mansion Lease / Park 

management contract 

For those who missed the last issue, this is the name of the new trust that is 

bidding for the occupancy and management of the Mansion. 

Consisting of members from the Friends of BPP, Lewisham Environment 

Trust, and several other interested parties. 

Following the Councilôs tender of the Mansion the expressions of interest were 

delivered to Lewisham Council.  The Trust was invited to present further 

information. There is another bidder in the process and the Council will be 

making a decision on a preferred bidder on July 15th. There is also a possibility 

that the Council might reject both bidders. Thatôs right only two parties 

expressed interest in the Mansion or at least only two expressed interests that 

the Council wanted to consider further. 

Here are some points from the presentation the Trust made to the Council based 

on the fact that the Council are looking for an organisation that can support the 

Mansion, offer community access and secure the conservation of the building 

i.e. relieving the Council of the burden. 

The trusts aims would be to have a mix of income earning events as well as a 

range of community targeted activities aimed at education and training, heritage 

awareness and interpretation of the building and park, and cultural events. 

Until the preferred bidder is announced a lot of the information is commercially 

sensitive but the Trust has been fairly open about its  intentions. There would 

be a need to increase income from membership either through the Friends or 

directly by the Trust.  

Alongside the tendering of a lease for the Mansion, Lewisham Council have 

also been tendering the management of the park. Currently Glendale manage all 

Lewishamôs open spaces and parks (including the mismanaged green waste 

scheme in BPP). We understand that several parks management companies 

have expressed interest and the process in ongoing. We were informed that 

shortlisted tenderers would be invited to hold a public consultation day in BPP 

but we donôt know when. Glendale recently won the contract for Lewisham 

Parks (other than BPP) and we guess they are favourites to win this one but as 

the stable block maintenance is part of the tender conditions there are possible 

obstacles and problems. We will attempt to keep you informed on this process. 

It is a wish of the BPCT to be involved in the stable block management since 

they see the park as a whole entity but it is a big responsibility to take on in 

particularly in these economically unsettled times. That being said, education 

and training could well be an opportunity for the park to give people buildings 

maintenance skills when we will be looking for more economic ways of doing 

things (rather than spend money we donôt have on such extravagancies as the 

Olympics which will only last for about a month whereas our historic and 

cultural heritage should last a tad longer ï sorry have to have my minor moan 

there!)    Mal Mitchell, FBPP Committee Member 

When Nick is in charge nothing goes unnoticed and we all left the park 

better informed. 

Sunday 9th May                Beating the Bounds 

Nick Goy led this annual walk around the perimeter of the park. A 

small group completed the two-and-a-third mile (4.25km) circuit in a 

leisurely one-and-a-half hours. Beating the Bounds is an ancient 

tradition to mark and protect parish boundaries; this takes place on 

Rogation or Ascension Day which is the fifth Sunday (ie about 40 

days) after Easter Sunday. In modern times, this ceremony has been 

adopted to mark valued rights of way and public open spaces which 

may be threatened. In Beckenham Place Park we have Beaten the 

Bounds since 1992 when Lewisham Council then proposed to dispose 

of the park by a 99-year lease to the David Lloyd Leisure company for 

massive redevelopment. Beating the Bounds is also an enjoyable walk. 

It takes in parts of the park less frequently visited, particularly the 

southern edge of the golf course, where there is no path, with long 

views to the Mansion. The ascent of Crab Hill is rewarded with a 

panorama of the Crystal Palace ridge and TV transmitter. The walk 

also takes in secluded Stumps Hill Wood on the north-west side of the 

park and the willow-lined River Ravensbourne on the eastern 

boundary. In all there is a variety of wooded and open scenery, and flat 

or hilly terrain making a delightful afternoonôs walk in a piece of 

Londonôs local countryside . 

Thursday 17th June            Listening Walk 

On a perfect day for walking, sunny with a nice breeze, eight of us set 

off for our ôsilentô stroll in the park, the youngest 13 months (in a 

buggy)! Our one and a half hour walk took us around the mansion on 

to Stumps Hill wood and along to the river Ravensbourne.  Returning 

across the Common and railway bridge, past the delightful composting 

area (curtsey of Glendale), then back to the mansion. via the gorse and 

the formal gardens. Where we sat down. Colin and Alan, the 

gardeners, appeared all but one of us couldnôt contain ourselves to 

speak and thank them for their wonderful floral displays. The ósilent ó 

one gave them the thumbs up!  

We discussed our walk over a cup of tea outside the café and were 

surprised by the many sounds, smells and sights in, out and around the 

park. We agreed perhaps it should be called a sensory walk. Many 

thanks to those who came along and enjoyed Beckenham Place Park in 

a slightly different way. 



LEWISHAM LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY  

Programme of talks for this quarter. Meetings are held  on Fridays at 

Methodist Church Hall, Albion Way, SE13. Starting at 7.45pm. 

Visitors welcome. Full access for people with disabilities. 

 16th July         The Span Houses of South London  
                                                               Tim Crocker and Charlie Mackeith  

August              No Meeting 

24th September  

                    Lal Mohun Ghose and Indian Nationalism in Deptford  
                                                                                                        Ray Thatcher  

The Rivers and People Project. 

This project is running a great many exciting events this summer. For 

more information and to join the mailing list email the project officer, 

Chris.McGaw@Lewisham.gov.uk  or phone 07850 713 974. 
All events are free and most donôt require booking. 

LEWISHAM PEOPLES DAY  

Lewishamôs longest running community festival returns to 

Mountsfield Park, Catford for its 26th year on Saturday 10th July 

2010, 12noon-8pm (last entry 6.30pm). 

FBPP AGM.  Sunday 11th July  2.00pm in the mansion 
This is a chance for people to put questions to our Chairman, David 

Hansom (provided heôs re-elected!) about the mansion bid by 

Beckenham Place Community Trust, made up of FBPP, Lewisham 

Environment Trust and a few interested  individuals with expertise in 

different fields. 

FBPP Recent Events Report 
Saturday April 17th                Bluebell Walk 

Whilst the bluebells were not in their full glory, only giving us the 

occasional blue trailer of what was to come, the four walkers led by the 

erudite Nick Bertrand were rewarded with many other delights. Bright 

yellow patches of lesser celandine, small clumps of wood anemones in 

their prime and many lesser but none the less interesting specimens 

with unusual properties. Butterburr the leaves of which were once used 

to wrap butter and whitlow grass, employed in earlier times for the 

treatment of painful whitlows. 

The Composting Scheme. 

 We continue to campaign for the cessation of the Glendale / 

Lewisham Council ócomposting facilityô in the park. When asking 

when the trial period will end, and by which criteria an assessment will 

be made we are now told that it is not a trial ï it is permanent. It says 

ótrialô on the notices. Composting is in general, a good thing. Perhaps 

if each Lewisham park had its own small area it would be local and 

small scale. However this ófacilityô involves an industrial-scale 

eyesore in the park and transporting by vans across the borough and 

along pedestrian paths in the park, (plus lorries taking short cuts across 

the grass). 

Watching the recent ógradingô exercise with bulldozers showed that, 

indeed the footprint of the dump is expanding into the woodland; all 

sorts of non-compostable material is appearing round the site and 

particularly shredded plastic is now a feature of the woodland and is a 

hazard to wildlife. 

The Friends have informally named the Council / Glendale compost 

dump as óThe Sir Steve Bullock Beauty-Spotô.  

Sensory Garden Update 
 Many thanks to everyone who filled in our questionnaire. The 

site that has been settled on is site 2, the present Rose Garden. Site 1 

was very popular and would have provided a really ôsecretô garden, but 

it has proved more problematic in several directions, although as many 

of you pointed out it would bring a bit more of the park into public use. 

Site 3 was not favoured  by many at all. 

 Some people expressed worries about vandalism at all of the 

sites, but  this occurs everywhere and probably always will. 

 On site 2 there would not be a great overhaul. It already has 

disabled access and a simple layout. The overall shape would remain, 

some benches would be moved along and a variety of planters in 

different materials positioned beside and between them. Some of the 

roses may need to be replaced as they are past their best. It is foreseen 

that much of the upkeep of this area will be carried out by organised 

groups of volunteers and ógardenlessô folks may enjoy a chance to do 

some gardening. 



   War Time Reminisces.  
  A few years ago Derek Bates contacted the Friends and sent us a 
lovely book he had compiled to hand on to his family. Derek lived in The 
Homesteads most of his youth and recounted the war years he spent in the 
park as a young boy  while his father, who looked after the gardens from 
1933 to 1974, was away in Ceylon. Here are is an extract. 
 ó Doodlebugs. These were pilotless flying bombs. Thousands of 
these doodlebugs were launched from the coast of German occupied 
France  to fall on London. The pulse jet engine was noisy, sounding like a 
deep throb of a two stroke motorcycle engine without a silencer,  and 
when the sound cut out it would plummet vertically to the ground with its 
nose packed with explosives. 
 I heard many fly over and watched them fearfully with my mum 
and neighbours praying that they wouldnôt cut out over the houses.   
 I vividly remember being in the kitchen one day and hearing a 
doodlebug approaching, my mum and I got under the heavy table and the 
noise was shattering as it flew over, and with relief it continued. 
We both watched it fly away in the distance then suddenly the engine 
ceased and its nose pointed down and it slowly spiralled to the ground in 
amongst the houses outside the park less than a mile away. At that 
moment my mum pushed me on the floor just as the whole window blew 
in showering us with glass and wood. We were unharmed. My neighbours 
teenage son , Lenny Sheen, was hit by a slate and his heads was wrapped 
in bandages. 
 Every window on the back of the house had gone together with 
pieces of ceiling and some roof slates. The windows had been taped  
diagonally with brown paper as advised to lessen the effect of glass 
splinters. We saw the house that had been destroyed the following day in 
Brangebourne Road on the way to my Nanôs house.ô 
    *********  
Derek now lives in Kent and is a very active member of the Powdermill 
Trust which is a charity that manages three nature reserve in Crowhurst, 
Rotherfield and at Powdermill Wood. The reserves have access at all 
times, but the Trust run guided walks and workdays and membership 
provides two beautifully illustrated (mainly by Derek) newsletters a year.  
To find out more look on the website: www.powdermilltrust.co.uk  or 
contact the Hon. Secretary on 01424 426986. 

Historical Maps 
Anyone interested in old maps of London may be interested in a website that has a 

very large collection which can be viewed in greatly enlarged sections for free . It 

also has details of the origins of the maps. 

Put MAPCO  London in the search engine. 

 


